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Brinkworth Parish Council
DRAFT Minutes of the Brinkworth Parish Council Meeting held on 8th December 2025 in the 
Brinkworth Village Hall Reading Room
Present: Cllr Parsons (Chair), W Cllr Threlfall, Cllr Fairgrieve, Cllr Watkins, Cllr Skuse, Cllr Horton, Cllr Millard, Cllr Ibbitson, and Heather Beresford (Clerk)

141/25 Apologies: 
Cllr Evans, Cllr Clark, Cllr Wilton, Cllr G Threlfall.
142/25 Declaration of Interest
There were none.
143/25 Approve and sign record of minutes
Minutes approved by Cllr Parsons 10th November 2025
144/25   Finance
The following expenses were discussed and agreed:
Zurich Insurance            £885.53    Paid
EDF Electric                    £33.93       DD
Greenscape Service      £1233.31
Clerk                                £429.92
Elan City Ltd Repair       £398.71

Sheila Smith attended the meeting and asked what update she should give to residents on Wiltshire Council’s agreement to reduce the speed limit on the B4042 from 50pmh to 40pmh, between Bellamy’s Lane and a point to the East of the crossroads at Callow Hill.  Mrs Smith also said that she was making further investigation into the issues with buses reported in this area.  
145/25 Report from Wiltshire Councillor E Threlfall

WCllr Threlfall reported that the new Council administration have proposed to close the Purton Household Recycling Centre and also the one at Lower Compton near Calne.  Also proposed are reductions in the frequency of household recycling and rubbish collections to once every 3 weeks, and to include collecting plastic film and food waste.  She encouraged people to comment in the planned consultation if they feel strongly about this.  (It has since been announced that the HRC will definitely close).
In view of recent planning applications in the area, she had submitted a question to the administration to ask whether there was a policy on the number of bio-digester facilities which Wiltshire will require but has been told that there was no limit on the quantity of food waste Wiltshire would process in this way, including waste coming from other authorities.
She is trying to organise an evening in the Three Crowns for the village to meet up together - with the Crown Singers in attendance for carols - on the 23rd December.  She will confirm asap and hopes as many as possible will attend. 

146/25 Planning

Reference:	PL/2025/08972 - Prior notification: Building
Site Location:	Cheeseley Hill Farm, Cheeseley Hill, Grittenham, Chippenham, SN15 4JX
Proposal:	Proposed portal framed building to be used to store hay / haylage, located within the existing farm complex.
Applicant Name: Mr Tim Sykes
Officer Name:	Isabel Gatier
BPC considered that since this is for an agricultural building, they had little influence but made a request that consideration be given to run off from barn and conditions be added to deal with this - as there is serious flooding already on Sodom Lane/Whitehill Lane to the east of Cheeseley Hill Lane. 

Reference:	PL/2025/06169 - Lawful development: Existing use
Site Location:	Orchard House, Cheeseley Hill, Grittenham, Chippenham, SN15 4JX
Proposal:	Use of a holiday let as a Class C3 Dwelling House
Applicant Name:Mr Alistair Elliot
Officer Name:	Hilary Quixley
Decision Date:	18 November 2025
Decision:	Approve 

Reference:	PL/2025/08756 - Householder planning permission
Site Location:	Rouselands Farm, Sundays Hill, Brinkworth, Chippenham, SN15 5AT
Proposal:	Proposed Rear Extension
Applicant Name: Mr Shaun Hunt
Officer Name:	Kate Clark
Respond By:	9 December 2025
                             BPC: No objection

Reference:	PL/2025/09324 - Prior notification: Building
Site Location:	Woodhill Farm, Brinkworth, Chippenham, SN15 5AU
Proposal:	Cattle building
Applicant Name Mr Ian Ryall
Officer Name:	Isabel Gatier
Respond By:	25 December 2025
No Objection


147/25 Litter Pick
Cllr Watkins suggested early March an appropriate time for the Litter pick and BPC agreed. Cllr Millard reminded BPC about the increase litter from cyclist group, and BPC that the clerk will write to cycling groups to remind their members to take their litter home with them.
148/25 Separate emails for BPC
Cllr Parsons reminded BPC that all members must now have a separate BPC email address.

 149/25 Callow Hill Crossroads- Speed Limit next steps
W Cllr Threlfall explained  that now permission has been secured to reduce the speed limit in this area, the officers attached to the LHFIG (Local Highways and Footpaths Improvement Group) will assess the appropriate start of the new speed limit – which will be different from the present start of the 50mph. On the issue of poor visibility from Wood Lane, Cllr Skuse proposed that the PC request the owner of the hedge behind the bus stop on the North side to reduce its height to improve splays at the junction.  
A new post for a SID near Bellamy’s Lane turning has also been prioritised by the LHFIG.

150/25 Precept
BPC agreed to a 4% increase in the parish Precept for 2016 to cover increasing contractor cost.  In view of the financial pressures, it was decided to hold back the purchase of another SID for the present since the parish already has two.

151/25 Quick AGAR Assertion 10 website check
Cllr Parsons outlined the new Agar guide lines for 2026. In future the Chairman and Clerk will not be required to prepare the annual accounts. In 2026 Cllr Fairgrive as RFO will submit the accounts. In future BPC will be required to have a full Data Protection Policy.

152/25 Hedge outside pub on School Hill
Some of the hedge outside the pub car park on school hill has now been cut by school contractors. However adjacent to the pub some of the sections to the hedge are still intruding on the payment. BPC decided that Steve Williams should be approached to see if he can cut the hedge and to quote for this.

153/25 Resignation of Cllr Clarke
Cllr Clark has resigned from BPC due to pressure of work. The vacancy will be advertised as per guidelines from Wiltshire Council.

154/25 Lazer Printer
Clerk requested the purchase of a laser printer for BPC correspondence which will save money on printing, and it was approved.

155/25 Electric Box in Recreation Field
Fitting of the Electric box for the Recreation Ground has been postponed until February of next year due to the lack of availability of electrical contractors. 

AOB
Complaints about noise from crowing cock on Stoppers Hill: W Cllr Threlfall and Cllr Parsons approached the parties involved but were unable to find a basis for compromise.  W Cllr E Threlfall advised that this issue should now be left to WC Public Protection team to reassess and decide on appropriate next steps.
Cllr Parsons and Cllr Millard agreed to take a further look at drainage in the Ivy House Lane, assisted by Cllr Horton.
The suggestion of future visits from a local cafe van to the centre of the village was approved by BPC, on condition that this did not clash with the village hall café on Tuesdays.
Councillors observed a minute’s silence in memory of Lawrence Bristow, who served on the parish council for many years and did much for the village including as sexton and footpath warden.


The meeting closed at: 8.30	
Date of next meeting: 12th January 2026	
Minutes taken by Cllr Fairgrive

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all








