

2

Brinkworth Parish Council
DRAFT Minutes of the Brinkworth Parish Council Meeting held on 9th February 2026 in the 
Brinkworth Village Hall Reading Room at 7pm
Present: Cllr Parsons (Chair), Cllr Fairgrieve, Cllr Skuse, Cllr Horton, Cllr Millard, Cllr Ibbetson, Cllr Watkins, Cllr G Threlfall, Cllr Evans, Cllr Threlfall, and Heather Beresford Clerk.
 
181/26 Apologies: Cllr Wilton
182/26/26 Declaration of Interest 
There were none.

183/26 Minutes Approve and sign record

170/26 Finance
The following expenses were discussed and agreed:
EDF Power              £26.21 DD
Clerk                        £384.56
HMRC                      £96.20

171/26 Report from Wiltshire Councillor E Threlfall
Cllr Threlfall reported that she was pleased that, after an outcry from residents, Wiltshire Council Cabinet has temporarily reversed its sudden decision to close two HRCs (Household Recycling Centres) this year.  (Purton will remain open for a further 3 years and Calne for at least a year.) 
However in future, users will have to book their visits to HRCs using an online system, despite the concerns about this increasing fly tipping. 
Further good news was that the Cabinet's decision to defund the Community First LINK transport scheme has also been reversed - although future funding is still unclear.
Wiltshire Council's budget is under pressure and the new administration's proposals for cuts include reducing the Parish Steward system and also removing the funding of emergency supplies like road salt and gel sacks.  LHFIG (which commissions minor projects on roads/footpaths) will see cuts and schemes directed towards large substantive issues - which is likely to mean work is concentrated into towns rather than villages. All this will have an impact on rural communities, as will the proposals on parking charges for non-Blue Badge holders.  (The hours for charging are to be extended to run from 7am to 7pm and to apply seven days a week in future.  Tariffs will also go up and will reflect the emissions of the vehicle.) 
At present Parish Stewards are focusing on dealing with potholes. Residents should please keep reporting these and blocked road drains on MyWilts.
More locally, she gave updates on ongoing drainage works at the Kennels on the B4042 and at Ivy House Lakes as well as a number of blocked gullies in the village which she has been approached about.  
At the recent LHFIG meeting, the costs for the reduction in the speed limit at the East end of the village were estimated at £7,000 and for the new post for a SID near Bellamy’s Lane at £700 (the parish will be expected to contribute £2,100 and £210 respectively if the PC approve the works).

172/26 Planning Applications
Reference:  PL/2025/04588 - Listed building consent (Alt/Ext)
Site Location:  Clitchbury Farm, Brinkworth, Chippenham, SN15 5D
Proposed Replacement Windows
Applicant Name: Mr & Mrs C Milsom
Officer Name:	Alex Marsh
Decision Date:	7 January 2026
Decision:	Approve

Application No:	PL/2024/06720
Application Type:  Minerals and Waste Application
Proposal:	    Proposed super midden (a sustainable agricultural development to deliver 2030/Sustain Vision) and retrospective planning permission for a landfill gas extraction compound.
Site Address:	Park Grounds, Brinkworth Road, Royal Wootton Bassett, Swindon, SN4 8DW
Applicant:	Crapper & Sons Landfill Ltd
AMENDED PLANS/ADDITIONAL INFORMATION


Reference:	PL/2025/07508 - Removal/variation of conditions
Site Location:	Windmill Farm, Braydonside, Chippenham, Wiltshire, SN15 5AR
Proposal:	Variation of conditions to update the approved drawings from application N.89.0474.F
Applicant Name:Mr Matthew Hoyle
Officer Name:	Isabel Gatier
Decision Date:	29 January 2026
Decision:	Withdrawn by Applicant

173/26 Highways
Shelia Smith had conducted her handover to Cllr Ewen for the SID Portfolio.  She explained there were 3 devices (two of which are approximately five years old). The newer device (with solar panels) is located and in Barnes Green, the other is in Callow Hill and have been left in situ at the residents’ request (WC advised them to be moved every 4 weeks). The purchase of a new SID was cancelled at the December meeting, due to budget constraints. Local residents will be attending the April meeting to lobby for this to be reinstated at a cost of approximately £3.500, for the most up to date version. Action: Cllrs Parsons, Cllr Ewen and Cllr Ibbetson to meet.
The Kennels: The Vac team spent most of Friday 6th February trying to clear gully/culvert under the B4042, to no lasting effect.
Action.: Cllr Horton to ask owner to the field to the North to clear diches, however the main problem lies to the South. W Cllr Threlfall to investigate history of site.
  
174/26 Cemetery Fees
After comparing BPC fees with other Cemetries it was agreed to review these at a later date. 
Action: add supplement surcharge on caskets over 80inches long and 28 inches wide.  

175/26 Bier
It was agreed that Cllrs would meet at cemetery at the beginning of May meeting to check graves and inspect Bier in order to decide its future.

176/26 Best kept Village
So far, no interest has been shown from residents to enter into this.

177/26 Co-Option
Mr George Russell was welcomed at the beginning of the meeting as our prospective candidate for Parish Councillor and was duly elected.

178/26Cycling letter
The Clerk had composed a letter requesting Cycling Clubs to brief their members on not discarding litter.

179/26 Cemetery Enquiry
The Clerk had received a request to intern ashes of Spouse on Husband’s Grave. It was confirmed that it should be done on top of existing grave. 
180/26 Black Nova
Clerk confirmed Black Nova were updating systems.  BPC had been experiencing difficulty with emails. 

Matters arising from last meeting  
Callow Hill crossroads: at LHFIG meeting on the 27th January it was agreed that WC Highways engineer would examine sight lines from wood lane onto B4042 and would advise on requirements. A new speed limit of 40 MPH would replace the existing 50 MPH limit.
The new post for a SID would also be placed after the engineer’s report at Bellamy’s Lane.
AOB
Cllr Ibbetson drew members attention to the work being carried out at Longview, and requested WC inspector verify work matched plans. 
Action: WC Cllr Threlfall to speak to planning officer.  


The meeting closed at:	8.15pm
Date of next meeting:	9th March 2026
Minutes taken by Cllr Parsons









