
Brinkworth Parish Council
DRAFT Minutes of the Brinkworth Parish Council Meeting held on 9th March 2026 in the 
Brinkworth Village Hall Reading Room
Present:  Cllr Fairgrieve, Cllr G Threlfall, Cllr Skuse, Cllr Millard, Cllr Ibbetson, Cllr Watkins, Cllr Evans, Cllr W Threlfall, Cllr Russell and Heather Beresford Clerk

181/26 Apologies: 
Cllr Parsons Cllr Wilton, Cllr Horton
182/26 Declaration of Interest on Agenda items
There were none
183/26 To approve and sign as a correct record of the minutes of Brinkworth Parish Council meeting held 9th February 2026
Minutes for 9th February approved by Cllr Fairgrieve

184/26 Finance
HMRC                                              £107.40
EDF Electric                                    £15.12 DD
Forrester Sylvester & Mackett    £237.50
Clerk                                                £429.92 

185/26 Report from Wiltshire Councillor E Threlfall 
The new LibDem administration set its budget at the last Full Council meeting: Council Tax rise is set to rise 2.99%, plus the usual 2% Adult Social Care levy, making a total increase of 4.99% - like the majority of councils.
Happily, the administration has U-turned on the proposed closure of Household Recycling Centres for now - however visits will have to be booked via an online system (despite evidence this increased fly tipping during COVID).   They have also reversed the decision to defund the Link Scheme - which is very welcome. 
Kerbside collections are changing: 
from 2027 food waste will be collected weekly from every household; plastic film will be collected with other recycling every two weeks, but the collections of waste will take place every three weeks (rather than fortnightly as now).  (There are worries about the impact of this on certain households including those with small children). 
Other budget items which I am concerned about:
• Increase in WC car park charges also hours extended to run 7am to 7pm and to include Sundays • changes to Parish Steward arrangements for Parishes • The Local Highways and Footpaths Improvement Group will focus on substantive bids over smaller applications for funding • The new administration plans to borrow £15m to fund highway maintenance over the next 3 years instead of finding it from the current budget • Nonetheless the total being spent on road repairs is going down • a Conservative proposal to start ‘lane rental’ has been adopted  (i.e. charging utility companies when they close roads to raise revenue and reduce congestion).  
A separate piece of disappointing news is that the Wiltshire Local Plan is to be rejected by Planning Inspectors despite the huge amount of work it has taken; in conjunction with the fall in housebuilding activity, this will only increase the pressure to grant planning applications for new housing even when they are speculative and against local and national policy. This will also stall the Gypsy and Traveller Plan.
           
186/26 Planning
Reference:		PL/2026/00413 - Lawful development: Existing use
Site Location:		Fair View, Sundays Hill, Brinkworth, Chippenham, SN15 5AS
Proposal:		Erection of Annex contrary to Condition 2 of 14/00984/FUL
Applicant Name:	MR AND MRS Oliver
Officer Name:		Brook Bishop
Respond By:		5 March 2026
BPC Approved

Reference:		PL/2026/00452 - Householder planning permission
Site Location:		The Rectory, The Street, Brinkworth, Chippenham, SN15 5AF
Proposal:		Regularisation of decked area and canopy to rear of property
Applicant Name 	MR PAUL CARTER
Officer Name:		Brook Bishop
Respond By:		4 March 2026

Reference:		PL/2026/01052 - Prior notification: Building
Site Location:		Bowds Farm, Bowds Lane, Lyneham, Chippenham, SN15 4DT
Proposal:		Extension to existing agricultural storage building.
Applicant Name:	P&SO Cary
Officer Name:		Brook Bishop
BPC Approved	
Reference:		PL/2026/00876 - Removal/variation of conditions
Site Location:		Charlie's Place, Land off Sodom Lane, Grittenham, SN15 4JY
Proposal:	Change of use of land to provide a Gypsy site, consisting of four pitches and associated hardstanding, landscaping and commercial barn (Revised Proposal following allowed appeal pursuant to PL/2023/00900).
Applicant Name:	Mr John Lee
Officer Name:		Kenny Green
Respond By:		18 March 2026


BPC continued to oppose any plans development at Charles Place. BPC is convinced any plans to dispose of waste and run of water at the site are impractical as any addition from the site will bring into the adjacent brook which frequently floods the site. BPC will write to the planning office with further detail of objections to building on this site.

187/26 LHFIG Money
The estimate for the speed limit change at Callow Hill Crossroads is £7,000 of which BPC would pay 30% ie £2,100 The Estimate for the post for the SID at Bellamy’s Lane is £700, so BPC share is £210
188/26 Village Hall Chairs
Cllr Watkins updated BPC that the Village Hall committee wish to replace the current portable chairs, with an expected cost of £7000.  A decision was deferred until next meeting for further discussion.
189/26 The Three Crowns Hedge
Forward to next meeting.
190/26 Hedges at Callow Hill
Forward to next meeting.
191/26 Manhole under the motorway bridge Callow Hill
Forward to next meeting.
192/26 Dog Waste Bin
After consultation with WC, the Clerk advised that the dog waste bins are the responsibility of BPC and any additional bins will not be supported.  Finding and appointing individuals who would voluntarily monitor the bin maybe difficult.  Cllr E Threlfall suggested BPC partner with Great Somerford PC over an organised collection.  Cllr E Threlfall to advise.
193/26 Bus Stop at Callow Hill
BPC agreed that a window cleaner should be employed to regularly clean the bus stops in the village.  The Clerk agreed to contact some local contractors who can provide a quote.
194/26 Land adjacent to golf course car park – illegal padel court
BPC agreed a development of this type is not necessarily undesirable, but the landowner must go through the normal planning process and apply for planning permission. Without planning permission BPC cannot approve this development.  The clerk has informed Planning Enforcement at WC.
195/26 Golf Course-Enforcement of Condition 1 Club House
BPC has informed WC planning enforcement of the Laps in planning permission on the golf club house.
196/26 Definitive map of Highway’s verge ownership
Cllr Parsons made it known that Stephen Hind (LHFIG) can make available a definitive map of the Highway Department Verge ownership.
197/26 Request for private sign at stoppers Hill
BPC agreed that as long as it was on private land, they had no objection to the presence private sign of the residence at Stoppers Hill.


AOB
The Clerk spoke of a recent request received via email.  The individual would like a Councillor to be present whilst some ashes are added to an existing grave.  Cllr Ibbetson has agreed to attend.
Cllr Watkins reminded BPC about the Litter Pick. Clerk highlighted this on BPC face book.
Cllr Ibbetson highlighted that a parishioner had written to him about the cladding on the railway bridge which is in a dilapidated and dangerous state.  Network Rail have been made aware.
Cllr Fairgrieve pointed out that no decision has been reached regarding the future of the funeral bier, currently in the Cemetery shed.  It was agreed that the church wardens be consulted for any advice or suggestions.


The meeting closed at:	8.15pm
Date of next meeting:	Tuesday 14th April 2026
Minutes take by:	Cllr Fairgrieve






