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Brinkworth Parish Council
DRAFT Minutes of the Brinkworth Parish Council Meeting held on 14th April 2026 in the Brinkworth Village Hall Reading Room
Present: Cllr Parsons (Chair), Cllr Fairgrieve, Cllr G Threlfall, Cllr Skuse, Cllr Watkins, Cllr Ibbetson, 
Cllr W Threlfall and Heather Beresford (Clerk)

001/26 Apologies:  Cllr Russell, Cllr Ewen, Cllr Wilton, Cllr Millard.
002/26 Declaration of Interest on Agenda items.
Cllr Wilton and Cllr Horton (ref planning)
003/26 To approve and Sign as a correct record of the Minutes Brinkworth Parish Council meeting held on 9th March 2026 Chair duly signed.

Before business could take place, the Clerk invited Cllrs to nominate the Chair and Vice-Chair for the forthcoming year. Cllr Parsons was returned as Chair and Cllr Fairgrieve as Vice-Chair.
004/26   Finance
The following expenses were discussed and agreed:
EDF Electric (DD)               	£16.38 paid
Clerk                                         	£452.40
HMRC                                          	£113.20
Greenscape Services              	£937.97
WALC                                          	£605.62
Water Business                          	£139.29
Greenwood Williams Payroll	£235.20

005/26 Report from Wiltshire Councillor E Threlfall
Parking charges: W Cllr Threlfall reminded the PC and residents of the new LibDem council administration's proposals for the changes to parking charges (increasing fees by 20% now and another 5% in 2 years, extending charging hours to run from 7am to 7pm and to include Sundays as well).  She mentioned her concern about how this would further damage the town economies and add extra costs for rural residents. This followed the new administration's earlier decision to allow all day free parking to anyone holding a blue badge despite the uncosted loss to revenue.  A consultation of sorts is being held at the moment but it is difficult to navigate and access. Please feel free to contact her if you have any issues with it 
Changes to waste collections: There's also still an opportunity to comment on the proposals to reduce kerbside residual waste collections to every 3 weeks from fortnightly. This may cause difficulties for some households such as those with small children. This runs with the introduction of plastic film recycling and of weekly food waste collections. 
Highways maintenance: W Cllr Threlfall said she was disappointed to find that only 2 short stretches of road in her division are scheduled for 'carriageway repairs' in the next year. Investment in highway maintenance has dropped by about £5m a year under the new administration, despite their decision to borrow £15m over the next 3 years for this purpose (estimated at a future cost to ratepayers of £58.8m). However, she has been asked to nominate the roads in the division where repair would provide the greatest help to the largest number. She welcomes suggestions until 30th April but already plans to submit the B4042 at Callow Hill crossroads and at the East of the village as one.
Enforcement: she is trying to get updates on several issues which have been referred to Enforcement but has had little response.
Planning: Finally, the Planning Inspectorate's apparently political decision to reject Wiltshire's Local Plan is a great concern for those who value our countryside. It will hugely increase the pressure on council officers and councillors to approve even speculative planning applications for housing. The Labour government has increased Wiltshire's target for new houses by 82% and made them mandatory at a time when developers are not building out permissions because of a weak economy. 

 006/26 Planning
Reference:	PL/2026/00980 - Householder planning permission
Site Location:	Ivy House Farm, Cheeseley Hill, Grittenham, SN15 4JU
Proposal:	Creation of new access to serve existing house including erection of new fence, gate and gateposts
Applicant Name: Ms Elizabeth Briant
Officer Name:	Rose Fox
Respond By:	30 March 2026
BPC Approve

Application No: PL/2026/01732 - Householder planning permission
Site Location:	Garden Cottage, Brinkworth, SN15 5DF
Proposal:	Erection of an oak framed garage and removal of existing shed.
Applicant Name:Mr K Cooper
Officer Name:	Brook Bishop
Respond By:	17 April 2026
BPC Approve


Application No: 	PL/2026/01052 - Prior notification: Building
Site Location:	Bowds Farm, Bowds Lane, Lyneham, SN15 4DT
Proposal:	Extension to existing agricultural storage building.
Applicant Name: P&SO Cary
Officer Name:	Brook Bishop
Decision Date:	5 March 2026
Decision:	Prior Approval Not Required
Application No: PL/2025/07606 - Full planning permission
Proposal:	Erection of rural workers dwelling with associated garden and hardstanding and erection of Forge building (retrospective). Proposed additional stables and yard
Site Address:	Maple Forge, Brinkworth, Chippenham, SN15 5DQ
Applicant:	Mr & Mrs Watkins
BPC Approve

AMENDED PLANS/ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Further to our previous notification, please note we have now received amended plans and/or additional information for the above proposal.
These can be viewed on the website by clicking on this link
https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr/s/planning-application/a0iQ300000GmVEn 
If you wish to make any further comments, please do so by 03/04/2026. You can make your comments via the online facility on our website.
Application No: PL/2026/00452 - Householder planning permission
Site Location:	The Rectory, The Street, Brinkworth, SN15 5AF
Proposal:	Regularisation of decked area and canopy to rear of property
Applicant Name:Mr Paul Carter
Officer Name:	Brook Bishop
Decision Date:	16 March 2026
Decision:	Approve with Conditions

Application No: PL/2026/00413 - Lawful development: Existing use
Site Location:	Fair View, Sundays Hill, Brinkworth, SN15 5AS
Proposal:	Lawful development certificate for the erection of a building for purposes ancillary to the residential use of the dwelling house, pursuant to planning permission 14/00984/FUL in breach of Condition 2 (minor departures from the approved plans in respect of internal layout and elevational design)
Applicant Name: Mr and Mrs Oliver
Officer Name:	Brook Bishop
Decision Date:	17 March 2026
Decision:	Approve



Application No: PL/2025/08756 - Householder planning permission
Site Location:	Rouselands Farm, Sundays Hill, Brinkworth SN15 5AT
Proposal:	Proposed Rear Extension
Applicant Name:Mr Shaun Hunt
Officer Name:	Kate Clark
Decision Date:	26 March 2026
Decision:	Approve with Conditions 
https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr/s/planning-application/a0iQ300000KTO



Application No:	 PL/2026/02001 	
Application Type: Full planning permission
Proposal:	Proposed demolition of existing bungalow and replace with a new dwelling.
Site Address:	15 Callows Cross, Brinkworth, SN15 5DY
Officer's Name: Audrey Lo
Approved.  One councillor expressed concern in principle about the loss of another bungalow in the village.



Application No:	 PL/2026/02004 	
Application Type:	Householder planning permission
Proposal:	Rear extension and side store conversion
Site Address:	Stoppers Hill Fam, York Lane, Brinkworth, SN15 5AN
Officer's Name: Kate Clark
BPC Approved

007/26 Bier
Cllr Parsons had asked Matthews Funeral Directors if they would have any use for this, but they suggested PC should sell it through auction or eBay. PCC would be consulted and possibly Devizes Museum on best course of action.  Cllr Ibbetson would ask his own firm if interested. Chair to action.  

008/26 and 009/26 Highways:
Cllr Parsons asked Sheila Smith to explain current situation regarding Callow Hill Crossroads and Bellamy’s Lane SID pole as she had been involved whilst briefing new Cllrs Ewen and Ibbetson on the role.
The proposals for Callow Hill would have new signage at both ends. Mr Bryan Neaves questioned why there could not be Stop signs instead of Give Way signs, but W Cllr Threlfall explained that Highways officers considered the site did not meet the demanding criteria for these.
The change of the speed limits from 50mph to 40mph from the Common to beyond Callow Hill Crossroads on B4042 had been approved at LHFIG (Local Highways and Footpath Improvement Group) meeting and would now be progressed.  The process is lengthy and includes advertising - so the timeline to completion is probably about a year.
Sheila Smith urged PC to write confirmation of their approval of costs of proposed schemes: (£7000 for speed limit changes (with £2100 as BPC share) and £3500 for signs on Callow Hill (£1050 BPC share) and Bellamy’s Lane SID pole £700 (of which £210 would be BPC share) (total for BPC £3,360). It was agreed that the PC would write to Steve Hind to confirm this.
Fiona Fry and Bryan Neaves queried BPC’s decision at end of 2025 to pause the purchase of a new (fourth) SID and demanded that this be reconsidered. Sheila Smith had obtained a more competitive quote from the suppliers of £2,500 as opposed to £4,000. It was agreed that a debate and a vote would be held at May meeting when the finances of the BPC might be clearer.
 As per Local Council Administration para 7.5 which states “A Council cannot lawfully decide any matter which is not specified in the summons” and when the finances of the BPC might be clearer.
Sheila Smith also pointed out the discrepancy between the amount spent on grass maintenance in the village as opposed to Highways.

010/26 Plant Tubs in Village
Cllr Greener had invited members of the PC to participate in watering over summer, but John Mowatt confirmed that Heritage Society members had this covered.

011/26 Church Fete
This would take place on 20th June on Recreation grounds. Clerk had notified Greenspace regarding grass cutting.

012/26 Lease for the Village Hall
Recently representatives of the Diocese of Bristol had contacted W Cllr Threlfall and BPC chair Parsons to arrange a preliminary meeting to discuss a possible plan for housing on the Glebe Field. The Cllrs were anxious that the lease on the village hall and car park should be part of the discussions and so invited the chair and secretary of the Hall Committee to sit in on the meeting. The DoB reps said they are keen to engage and to produce a low-density plan which will be appropriate to the village setting and also to include some low-cost housing and community benefit.  The PC awaits further details.

013/26 Playground Inspection
Nick Ody has kindly kept a watching brief on the Rec play equipment.  He has repaired some loose bolts on swings and other equipment. He mentioned the fence to the south of play area which has fallen down. Cllr Parsons spoke to owner of fence and asked for this to be looked at. He also pointed out broken concrete footings to bench. The Clerk also reported rotten slats on benches which Cllr Parsons and Cllr Skuse inspected. Cllr Skuse kindly offered to repair the slats and would charge costs to BPC.

014/26 Callow Hill Notice Board
A resident had reported this to be wobbly, so Cllr Skuse inspected it and Tim Cowley to insert support brackets.

015/26 Meter Box
Clerk had approached Neil Cowley to carry out work and he declined; she had then approached AGL Electrical Malmesbury to no avail. Nick Skuse would ask his electrician if he could help as representatives from EDF/SSE and electrician would have to coordinate this work

016/26 Bus Shelter Cleaning
The Clerk had obtained a quote for cleaning of £50 per bus shelter which was thought to be excessive. Cllr Parsons would clean herself with help of Steward if available.  

017/26 Water to Business for DD
At the clerk’s suggestion it was agreed to pay this on direct debit to obtain a better rate.

AOB
119/26 Three Crowns Hedge
Cllr Horton noted that this was still outstanding. It was agreed to wait until autumn and ask Steve Williams if he would cut this hedge. Cllr Parsons to action.  

120/26 Callow Hill Hedge
Cllr Horton did not feel this was cut back far enough. Cllr Parsons recommended that any further action is delayed until after the survey by Highways.
Before the meetings took place several Councillors inspected the churchyard - work on path needed and tidying up of stones which had been piled among tree roots. Cllr Threlfall and Horton discussed best course of action to display as many fine historic stones/memorials as possible around the cemetery boundaries.
It was agreed that a contractor with digger should be asked to carry out work and clear the corner of field adjacent to cemetery.



Meeting closed at: 9.20pm
Date of next meeting:	11th May 2026











