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Brinkworth Parish Council
DRAFT Minutes of the Brinkworth Parish Council Meeting held on10th August 2026 in the 
Brinkworth Village Hall Reading Room
Present: Cllr Parsons (Chair), Cllr Fairgrieve (Vice-Chair/RFO), Cllr Horton, Cllr Ibbetson, Cllr Wilton, W Cllr Threlfall, Cllr Russell, Cllr Ewen, Cllr Threlfall, Cllr Millard, Cllr Skuse, and Heather Beresford (Clerk) 
056/26 Apologies: 
Cllr Wilton
057/26 Declaration of Interest
There were None
058/26 Approve and sign record of minutes
Approve and sign as correct of the minutes  for Brinkworth Parish Council meeting held on 13th July  2026 Chair Cllr Parsons duly signed
059/26 Finance
EDF                                                    £35.16  PD
HMRC                                               £113.20
Clerk                                                 £452.40
Greenscape Services                      £797.00
MBD Meter Box                              £84.01 PD
Greenwood Williams Accounts    £360.00 PD

060/26 Report from Wiltshire Councillor E Threlfall
WCllr Threlfall reported that from 31st October almost all planning decisions up to 500 new houses will have to be taken by Officers - and Councillors will not be able to use planning committees to scrutinise and provide a chance for the public to comment on them. This is a sudden imposition of legislation by the government which will reduce transparency in decision making and deny local involvement and scrutiny.  Rather than improving devolution of powers, this undermines democracy and councils' role in shaping their communities.  In her experience, the majority of committee decisions are along the same lines as officers' but with conditions imposed which mitigate and improve them.  

Continuing Planning  issues, WCllr Threlfall reminded the PC that the new LibDem administration recently took the decision to withdraw the Wiltshire Local Plan.  This means that a new Plan to lay out the strategy for housing and other developments now needs to be prepared - but this one will have to take into account the demand for an 82% increase in the target number of houses to be built in the next 15 years.  To prepare this plan, Scoping has now begun looking for sites.  As an indication of how significant this is, it seems that approximately 1 new house will have to be built for every 4 already in Wiltshire.

HRCs: A pilot scheme is coming in from15th September, and it will be necessary to book visits to local Household Recycling Centres (including the tips at Purton and Stanton St Quintin).  This is despite the covid era data which shows that fly-tipping may increase.  There is occasionally an issue at weekends with dangerous queues at Stanton but never at Purton.  She is unhappy about bringing in a system which will make life more difficult for residents when there is no evidence it is needed.

Brinkworth: There is a speed consultation going on about the changes to the B4042 at Callows Cross area.  There is no need to write in on this - indeed some comments may mean that the process is delayed.  Assuming there are no serious objections, the reduction will be implemented as it stands.  She was delighted to see that the new post had been erected near Bellamy's Lane for the speed indicator device.

There were reports of two burglaries in Brinkworth - she has checked with the police, and it  was only one - where the back door of a house was forced and jewellery stolen.  It looks to be linked to a burglary in Malmesbury.  Please do make sure that your security is good and do not make it easy for the thieves!



061/26 Planning Applications

Reference:	PL/2026/04018 - Full planning permission
Site Location:	Park Farm, Braydon, Swindon, SN5 0AQ
Proposal:	Proposed agricultural building for storage of hay and straw
Applicant Name	CD&SM Rawlings
Officer Name:	Kate Clark
Respond By:	6 August 2026
BPC Approved

Reference:	PL/2026/03913 - Householder planning permission
Site Location:	2 Custard Mead, Stoppers Hill, Brinkworth, Chippenham, SN15 5AW
Proposal:	Side Extension
Applicant Name	Mr & Mrs Carington
Officer Name:	Isabel Gatier
Respond By:	4 August 2026
 BPC Approved
Reference:	PL/2025/07201 - Full planning permission
Site Location:	Llevol Cottage, Grittenham, Chippenham, SN15 4JP
Proposal:	Erection of Replacement Dwelling
Applicant Name	Mr Neil Ball
Officer Name:	Hilary Quixley
Decision Date:	8 July 2026
Decision:	Withdrawn by Applicant

Reference:	PL/2026/00518 - Lawful development: Proposed use
Site Location:	Cider Orchard, Cheeseley Hill, Grittenham, Chippenham, SN15 4JU
Proposal:	Certificate of lawfulness for proposed siting of Mobile Caravan Structure to Provide Incidental Annexe Accommodation
Applicant Name	Prime Oak
Officer Name:	Samantha Stockley
Decision Date:	7 July 2026
Decision:	Refuse


Reference:	PL/2026/03896 - Permission in Principle
Site Location:	Land at Wood Lane, Brinkworth, Wiltshire
Proposal:	Permission in Principle for erection of four dwellings
Applicant Name	Mr S Herzog
Officer Name:	Samantha Stockley
Decision Date:	22 July 2026
Decision:	Refuse

Reference:	PL/2026/04428 - Full planning permission
Site Location:	Park Farm, Braydon, Swindon, SN5 0AQ
Proposal:	Erection of two agricultural buildings to cover existing cattle handling and gathering areas.
Applicant Name	CD & SM Rawling
Officer Name:	Kate Clark
Respond By:	25 August 2026
BPC Approved
		
062/26	Tony Iles decision of section of land
This was not discussed as Mr Iles did not turn up for the meeting.
		
063/26	Belamy’s Lane Dog Bin
 Chair welcomed Ellen Blacker-Chair of Dauntsey Parish Council, to talk about their polices around dog bins. It was felt that the problem in Brinkworth was mainly along Bellamy’s Lane and not along the bridle path at the top end.  New signage would be put up at the Stoppers Hill entrance to the bridle path and along Bellamy’s Lane to remind dog owners of their responsibilities. Cllr Skuse to action.
	
064/26	Causeway End Hedge
Parish Council to contact owner and asked for hedge at Causeway End to be cut back to enable people to walk along the Verge by end of September. Should this fail PC to ask Wiltshire Council contractor to carry out work. Clerk/ Cllr Horton to action.
 		
065/26	Box Bush House/ Lower Box Bush Farm Hedges
Chair had written to owners of Box Bush house and Lower Box Bush Farm to ask for hedges to be cut back by end of September to enable pedestrians to walk on verge. Owner of Box Bush House actioned immediately. Owner of LBB farm yet to reply. Action as above.
		
066/26	Meter Box recreation field
Clerk reported that SSE had carried out work under supervision of John Mowatt who PC thank.
		
067/26	Black Nova Designs
Black Nova has announced increase in rates. PC to monitor.
		
068/26	 People's Emergency Forum film (see WALC email of 22/7).				
Chair invited views on the showing of this film which enlightened parishioners on ways to economise on water usage and alternative energy sources.  It was decided not to show the film in Brinkworth as it had already been shown in Malmesbury and Cricklade. Other towns would be showing it.




Matter arising from last meeting
Long View/ Charis Hill
Chair updated Councillors on enforcement ENF/2026/00616. Despite clear evidence that  owner had breached planning by building a wall in front of property, enforcement officers deemed this a minor infringement and thought there was no further action needed. Following this decision the neighbours elaborated on how this decision would impact all the residents on the plot, particularly the restricted access to the pump situated on the inside of the wall. Residents had recently had to check if pump was working after several power cuts which would have resulted in sewage backing up into the houses. 
Builders continue to dump mounds of material on the highways verge restricting sight lines for neighbours, resulting in a couple of near misses on the main road.

Cemetery Hedge
Cllr Watkins cut the Cemetery hedge on the southwestern boundary. Ragwort was also cleared along the Street.

No though road sign at Causeway End
Cllr Watkins exposed the sign by cutting back the hedge on the corner of Causeway End.

SID post Bellamy’s Lane
The Chair welcomed the installation of the post early in the month and confirmed that Shelia Smith was liaising with Cllr Ibbetson and Cllr Ewens, to install the new SID.

AOB
Cemetery Fees reference 174/26 in February minutes: 
After discussion it was agreed to add a surcharge of £200 for caskets 80 inches x 28 inches. Clerk to action. 
Motor cross  Cllr Threlfall complained yet again about the last-minute change of dates clashing on this occasion with a wedding on the 8th August. Residents should be able to plan such events, so they are not drowned out by the noise.
Cllr Millard also raised the question of the state of the overpass just beyond Whites Farm which had large cracks and had been reported on several occasions. Cllr Blacker reported the problem once more.

Minutes taken by Cllr Parsons
Meeting Finished  8.15pm 
Next meeting is on 14th September 2026




