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Brinkworth Parish Council
DRAFT Minutes of the Brinkworth Parish Council Meeting held on  12th October 2026 in the 
Brinkworth Village Hall Reading Room
Present: Cllr Parsons (Chair), Cllr Fairgrieve, Cllr G Threlfall, Cllr Skuse, Cllr Horton, Cllr Millard, Cllr Ibbetson, Cllr Wilton, Cllr Ewen, Cllr Russell, W Cllr Threlfall, and Heather Beresford (Clerk) 
080/26 Apologies: 
Cllr Watkins
081/26 Declaration of Interest
Cllr G Russell in application for Church Farm.
082/26 Approve and sign record of minutes
To approve and sign as correct record of minutes of the Brinkworth Parish Council meeting held on the 14th of September 2026, with amendments.
Before the meeting proceeded Mr Maltby was invited to address the Parish Councillors on potential sites for development. (See Attachment)
083/26 Finance
EDF Power                          £32.62 PD
PFK Littlejohn LLP              £252.00 (Agar Final Accounts)PD
Clerk                                    £429.72
HMRC                                  £107.60
CPRE                                    £60.00
Tim Cowley  Repairs         £140.00
Greenscape                        £2116.40
Black Nova                          £96.00

084/26 Report from Wiltshire Councillor E Threlfall
PEAS:
W Cllr Threlfall reminded the PC that sadly this is the last year that Wiltshire Council will fund winter supplies for parishes under the Parish Emergency Assistance Scheme - and so they should take advantage of offers of salt and signage. SEND reform webinar
There have been some changes recently to the SEND offering and these will be explained in a webinar on 3rd November at 6pm (link below) - she would publish the link on Facebook as well.
 SEND reform webinar
Emergency planning: 
The government is recommending that we all prepare for power cuts (possibly prolonged), Cllr Threlfall suggested that the PC consider setting up a network of 'Street Champions'.  Their role would be to be in touch with households in their vicinity and be aware of any vulnerable residents.  The plan would be that if a power cut occurred and all communications were disrupted; the Champions could check 


It would be good to get this in place quite soon.  Volunteers are welcome - and should contact the parish council clerk@brinkworthparishcouncil.gov.uk
085/26 Planning
Planning Applications
Reference:	PL/2026/04428 - Full planning permission
Site Location:	Park Farm, Braydon, Swindon, SN5 0AQ
Proposal:	Erection of two agricultural buildings to cover existing cattle handling and gathering areas.
Applicant Name:	CD & SM Rawling
Officer Name:	Kate Clark
Decision Date:	9 September 2026
Decision:	Approve with Condition

Reference:	PL/2026/04863 - Lawful development: Proposed use
Site Location:	Llevol Cottage, Grittenham, Chippenham, SN15 4JP
Proposal:	Proposed single storey side and rear extension
Applicant Name:	Mr Neil Ball
Officer Name:	Helen Burns
Decision Date:	29 September 2026
Decision:	Approve

Reference:	PL/2026/05909 - Prior approval Part 3 Class R: Agricultural buildings to a flexible commercial use
Site Location:	Church Farm, The Street, Brinkworth, Chippenham, SN15 5AD
Proposal:	Change of use of some land and buildings at Church Farm, Brinkworth to become a SEND education facility.
Applicant Name 	Mr David Buscome
Officer Name:	Lucie Turner
Respond By:	29 October 2026

BPC  Did not approve change of use.

Reference:	PL/2026/06021 - Full planning permission
Site Location:	Land to South of Old Farm, Grittenham, Wiltshire SN15 4JY
Proposal:	Change of use of land to 1 no. Gypsy Traveller pitch and associated works including, 1 no. mobile home, 1 no. touring caravan, 1 no. dayroom, hardstanding, and noise barrier
Applicant Name:	Mr James Winter
Officer Name:	Christopher Masters
Respond By:	29 October 2026

BPC  Did not approve since site had flooded since prior original permission was given, and Old Farm was not properly screened from site. Water course much closer than stated.






086/26 Final Accounts/Signed off

Cllr Fairgreive stated that the final accounts had been signed off and these had been posted on the Webb site 

087/26   Declaration of VAT

The BPC was not within the new threshold for VAT, and this had been confirmed by Greenwood Williams Accountants.

088/26 Neighbourhood Plan

It was decided that the BPC would not spend another £10,000 on updating the Neighbourhood Plan given the continuous changes in Local Plan rules. Cllr Horton suggested putting together aspirations for future of the village.

089/26 Renewal of fixed rate account

Fixed rate account was renewed after  interest for the year of £1500. 
£60.000 has been re-invested for specified projects.

090/26  Highways SIDS

Cllr Ewens had analysed data from the SIDS around Brinkworth to see what the impact of the M4 road closure has been.

There are clear spikes in traffic volumes during the closures, they indicate approximately a doubling of the normal levels of traffic in Brinkworth, which show a generally stable pattern. Specifically for Bellamy's Lane and Barnes Green SIDS, the data indicates the higher percentage of traffic is travelling from Swindon to Malmesbury, which is to be expected as the low bridge between junction 17 and Malmesbury would restrict HGV traffic from taking that route.

There is little effect on the traffic levels on Callow Hill, again due to the low bridge between RWB and Brinkworth. There is an increase in traffic on School Hill which would indicate local vehicles finding alternative routes.

It is not possible to distinguish between the types of vehicles so it cannot be determined what percentage increase in HGVs there is during closures.

Speed levels during these periods show no noticeable difference from those at other times and the 85% data point (at which we could support a case for speed reduction measures) is less than 45mph and 35mph for Bellamy's Lane and Barnes Green respectively. 

In conclusion, there is a noticeable increase in traffic, particularly HGVs, during M4 closures. Sadly, the data from the SIDS does not support any case for remedial action by the Parish Council, particularly as this is a recognised diversion route. The SIDS are having the desired effect by keeping speeds down, and we can keep an eye on road conditions, which are deteriorating in sections, and continue to report damaged sections to the Highways department.

091.26  Fireworks Evening

This is on the 5th of November on the Recreation Ground.

092/26 Black Nova

BPC had received from Government digital services warning of breach of security, and our website provider was put on the case.





 Matters arising from last meeting  

077/26  EDF Renewal
Clerk confirmed that she had negotiated a competitive rate.
078/26  Notice Board by Main Hall
It was agreed that Clerk would investigate prices for new Notice Board for the main hall site.
079/26 Drains
Clerk reported that drains along Barnes Green and the Street had been cleared by Gulley Team.
Dog Poo bins at Bellamy’s Lane
Two parishioners had written to complain about Dogs fouling along the  bridle path running from Stoppers Hill to Bellamy’s Lane and along the lane.  More signs had been put up but the problem persists. As Wiltshire Council was no longer supplying bins or emptying new bins, Cllrs agreed that people should be encouraged to take their poo bags home with them to dispose in their green bins.

AOB
Milestone on site of Lacey’s House south of B4042 next to Spray rite. 
Developer had offered to set Milestone in concrete, and this was approved by the BPC.
Cemetery Tidy up: two dates were agreed for October 24th pm and 1st November am.





Minutes taken by Cllr Parsons
The meeting closed at:	9 pm
Date of next meeting:	9th November 2026




